
Today we welcome the 
sisters from Abbey Hulton 
who run the Compassion-
ate Kitchen in Hanley on 
Sundays to help the poor. 
They are selling raffle tick-
ets in aid of their project. 
Please support them.  

Please also let me have any 
intentions for prayer to 
take to Lourdes. You can 
also request a Mass or 
make a donation for can-
dles. But let me have these 
by Friday at the latest. 

Have a look at the exciting 
Reboot! event at Birming-
ham in July and for young 
adults there is the Com-
mission 2017 event in Lon-
don. I am going to get a 
coach for the Reboot! 
event, so please let Teresa 
know, in the office, if you 
want to reserve a place on 
the coach. 

I think that the most im-
portant thing that we all 
learned from doing our 
first Alpha was how im-
portant the Holy Spirit is in 
bringing us to new or re-
newed faith.  

Although these days we 
celebrate the Feast of the 
Ascension of Sunday next 
week rather than on its 
traditional day, which 
would be this Thursday, 
we remember that it was 
for nine days that Our La-
dy joined with the Apostles 
in prayer in the upper 
room praying for the Holy 
Spirit to come. It was Pope 
Leo XIII in 1897 who de-
creed that “in every year, a 
Novena shall take place 
before Whitsunday”. This 
year many non-Catholic 
churches are also joining in 
nine days of prayer during 
these days. And so I urge 

you all to make an invoca-
tion of the Holy Spirit eve-
ry day before Pentecost, 
starting this Friday, asking 
the Holy Spirit to come to 
you and to everyone in our 
parishes. This prayer of 
Pope St John XXIII might 
be just right for this:  

“Renew Your wonders in 
this our day, as by a new 
Pentecost. Grant to Your 
Church that, being of one 

mind and steadfast in 
prayer with Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus, and fol-
lowing the lead of 

blessed Peter, it may ad-
vance the reign of our 

Divine Saviour, the reign 
of truth and justice, the 
reign of love and peace. 

Amen” 

Come, Holy Spirit, in 
your power and might to 

renew the face of the 
earth. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Eugene de Mazenod 

1782-1861 
Roughly contemporary 
with St Michael Garicoits, 
who was our saint last 
week, is St Eugene de Ma-
zenod. Also French, he 
also was a priest, though in 
the south-east of France. 
He directed his ministry to 
the very poorest of the 
poor. In this work he at-
tracted other who came to 

work as missionaries with 
him. After being made 
Bishop of Marseilles, he 
built up the Church after 
the French Revolution 
through founding parishes, 
and giving time to catech-
esis. To promote his work, 
he founded the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate who 
sought out the most diffi-
cult missions on the five 
continents.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm. 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
No Confessions next week 

Saturday 20th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 21st                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Mary Nixon 

Sixth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Phyllis Timmis 

Easter   1.00pm  Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 22nd 9.15am    Holy Mass Julia Biggane 

St Rita   1.45pm  Holy Mass (in school) Private Intention 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Maureen & Ken Green 

Tuesday 23rd 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Easter Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass Intention Nellie & Joe Flatley 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 24th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

Easter Feria   12noon  Holy Mass Paul Johnson 

Thursday 25th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

St Bede the Venerable 6.00pm    Holy Mass PC Keith Palmer 

Friday 26th   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

St Philip Neri       

Saturday 27th   6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast In Thanksgiving (HK) 

St Augustine of Can-
terbury 

      

Sunday 28th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Vera Hill (SVP) 

ASCENSION OF THE   11.00am   Holy Mass  Terry Chappell 

LORD    6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

    3.00pm May Procession  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery, 
when you can see Fr Julian to 
enquire about baptism, marriage 
or consult on any other matter 
will be on Monday 22nd May 
from 7pm to 8pm. There is no 
need to book an appointment, 
but please phone on the day to 
check the hour is on. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for: 

St John’s: Les Fryer (TG); In thanksgiv-
ing (MW); Peter & Brigid Maguire 
St Joseph’s: Cheryl Potts 
The lamps at all of our churches are availa-
ble to be dedicated for a week. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see Fr Julian  or, at St 
John’s, Tony Giannasi.  

Today we pray the Sorrow-
ful Mysteries before Mass. 
These mysteries recall the 
events of the death of Our 
Lord: 1. The Agony in the 

Garden; 2. The Scourging; 3. The Crowning with 
Thorns; 4. Jesus carries the Cross; 5. Jesus dies on 
the Cross. Please come and join in the prayer of the 
Rosary before Mass each Sunday of May, starting 
20 minutes before Mass. 
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Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 
will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
There is going to be a Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. 

RENOVATION 
Disciple Groups As a follow up to 
Alpha, we are starting three Disciple 
Groups which will meet fortnightly. 
One group will be meeting on 
Wednesday evenings 7.30pm to 
9pm; another group will meet on 
Friday evenings from 7.30pm to 
9pm; a further group will meet on 
Saturday mornings 9am to 10.30am. 
They will meet for Bible study, 
friendship and prayer. If you would 
like to join a Disciple Group please 
see Fr Julian and he will be able to 
direct you to one. 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 

Lourdes Intentions Fr Julian and 
the pilgrims from the parish are going 
to Lourdes next Saturday. If you have 
any intentions or Mass or candles 
offerings, please give them to Fr Jul-
ian during the week, or hand them in 
at the parish office. 

Our Lady of Grace On Tuesday  
we celebrate with Our Lady of Grace 
Academy their Feast Day. After 
Mass, there will be a Rosary proces-
sion to the school where we will 
crown Our Lady and re-consecrate 
the school. Please join us to honour 
Our Lady and pray for the school. 

Month of Mary We need volun-
teers to lead the Rosary 20 minutes 
before Mass next Saturday/Sunday. 
This week we pray the Sorrowful 
Mysteries. Next week we pray the 
Glorious Mysteries. 

May Procession The Procession of 
Our Lady at Packmoor is today at 
3pm. Please come and join the tradi-
tional procession, followed by after-
noon tea.  

First Communion Parents The 
next evening for First Communion 
families is on Thursday 25th May at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Academy. All 
families (parents and First Commun-

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Ciara Marie Wall who will be  
baptised today at St John’s Church  

We already have a group of people 
wanting to go to the Conference. If 
you are interested please see Fr Jul-
ian. There is a cost, but nobody will 
be unable to go because of being 
short of funds.   

Reboot! Chris Stefanick, a Catholic 
lay evangelist from the USA, is com-
ing to England for his Mercy Tour. 
Reboot! is a fun and inspiring event 
showing the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith and its ability to answer the 
needs of your life today. Reboot! is at 
St Catherine’s Church, Birmingham 
on Monday 17th July from 7pm. We 
will be having a coach from our par-
ish. Please ask in the parish office to 
reserve a  ticket. Save the date—
more details later. £10 plus coach 
travel. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. We are still in the planning 
stage, and there is still time to sign 
up.  We will have our next meeting 
to plan further fundraising on Sunday 
21st May at 5.00pm at St Joseph’s 
Church meeting room. 

The Commission 2017 FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) are organising a Catholic 
leadership conference for young peo-
ple at St Mary’s University Twicken-
ham from Sunday 9th to Wednesday 
12th July. The cost is £120 (though 
this may be subsidised if someone 
cannot afford but wishes to go). Fr 
Julian is a guest for the event and will 
be travelling, so travel will be free of 
charge for parishioners. See 
www.commission17.com and/or 
speak to Fr Julian for more details. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party This 
year’s Garden Party will be on Satur-
day 1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
Please keep the date free! All help 
gladly received. 

Day Trip to Liverpool A day trip 
organised by Father Hudson’s Young 
at Heart is on Tuesday 27th June. 
The cost of the coach is £13 and will 
pick up from Meir, Hanley and 
Kidsgrove. To book a place please 
contact Matt ford on 07587 034299. 
Places are limited so please book ear-
ly. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 31st May at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

ion children) should attend. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Ravens-
wood, The Avenue, Kidsgrove on 
Tuesday, 23rd May at 11am (please 
note change of time). Any parishion-
ers who feel called to come and share 
the joy of faith are most welcome. 



Entrance Antiphon: Proclaim a joyful sound 
and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of 
the earth: The Lord has freed his people, alle-
luia. 
Psalm Response: Cry out with joy to God all 
the earth. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Jesus 
said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we 
shall come to him.’ [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Easter V  Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: If you love me, keep my 
commandments, says the Lord, and I will ask 
the Father and he will send you another Para-
clete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£358.43, Non Gift Aid £195.91. 
Total £554.34.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £215.00, Non 
Gift Aid £171.74. Total £386.74.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £254.50, Non 
Gift Aid £139.47. Total £393.97. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly draw 1st Prize £20, 
No.20 P Pender; 2nd Prize £10, 

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 14:15-21 

Jesus will not leave us alone. He won't make us children of God in Baptism 
only to leave us "orphans," He assures us in today's Gospel. He asks the 
Father to give us His Spirit, to dwell with us and keep us united in the life 
He shares with the Father. We see the promised gift of His Spirit being 
conferred in today's First Reading. The scene from Acts apparently depicts 
a primitive Confirmation rite. Philip, one of the first deacons, proclaims 
the Gospel in the non-Jewish city of Samaria. The Samaritans accept the 
Word of God and are baptized. It remains for the Apostles to send their 
representatives, Peter and John, to pray and lay hands on the newly bap-
tized—that they might receive the Holy Spirit. This is the origin of our 
sacrament of Confirmation, by which the grace of Baptism is completed 
and believers are sealed with the Spirit promised by the Lord. We remain 
in this grace so long as we love Christ and keep His commandments. And 
strengthened in the Spirit whom Jesus said would be our Advocate, we are 
called to bear witness to our salvation—to the tremendous deeds that God 
has done for us in the name of His Son� 

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Stone 
The pilgrimage will take place on 
Saturday 27th May at St Dominic’s 
Convent, Stone. The day starts at 
10.30am and will finish with a Vigil 
Mass for Sunday at 3.15pm. Please 
contact Sr Julie on 07881 505425 for 
more details. 

Vocations Weekend A retreat 
weekend in Kent on 26th—28th May 
for young women considering the 
vocation to religious life. For more 
details contact Sr Lynne at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com. 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus This annual 
afternoon pilgrimage will take place 
on Sunday 25th June at Maryvale 
House, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham 

No.100 M Smith; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.175 P Knapper.  

Sisters of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary The Sisters, who are based 
in Abbey Hulton, will be at each 
Mass today to sell raffle tickets  in 
order to raise funds for their Com-
passion Kitchen. 

St John’s Raffle St John’s are look-
ing for the donations of bottles of 
wine or spirits and chocolates for 
their spring raffle. Tickets will be on 
sale next week with all money raised 

at 3pm. There will be an Open Air 
Mass and Procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Blue Iris Launch Event The Stoke 
on Trent Area Network for Disability 
would like to invite you to the launch 
of a new project to combat the fight 
against loneliness in the city. The 
date is Tuesday 6th June in the Wind-
sor Room, Stoke Town Hall at 11am 
to 12.30pm. If you want to attend 
the launch please contact Lesley 
Smith on 232236 or email Les-
ley.smith@stoke.gov.uk  

Good Shepherd Mass The annual 
Good Shepherd Mass with represen-
tation from primary schools who 
support the work of Father Hudson’s 
will take place at Holy Trinity, New-

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (A) 
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going towards parish funds. 

Biddulph Fayre Many thanks to 
everyone who supported our fayre at 
Our Lady of Grace Academy on Sat-
urday. There are a few cakes left and 
these are on sale after Mass. On the 
day we made £1113 for parish funds, 
which is less than when we are at the 
Town Hall, but it was great to wel-
come different people. Thanks to 
every who worked hard to put the 
Fayre on. Back to the Town Hall for 
Autumn! 

castle on Thursday 15th June. Time 
to be announced.  


